EARL THOMAS

Modern Day Bluesman

Earl Thomas had never picked up a microphone in his life until he was nearly killed after losing his footing at the edge of a 50-foot ravine and slid all the way down, landing unconscious on a pile of broken glass and debris. Luckily, the then 22-year-old college student was only bruised, but not knowing the extent of the damage upon regaining consciousness, he reflected on his disappointment at not having pursued his dream of becoming a singer, and resolved to do just that if he survived. 

Nine years later, he recorded 1991’s Blue...Not Blues, a record strongly influenced by his parents’ love of Blues and Gospel music and his own affinity with more contemporary styles. He wrote “I Sing The Blues” which became a hit for Etta James. Ten years later an Earl Thomas song would become a showstopper for Sir Tom Jones whose dazzling version “Git Me Some” is a mainstay in his concerts and a YouTube sensation.   

Earl made his European debut at Switzerland’s renowned Montreux Jazz Festival and began a long love affair with European audiences sharing bills with such artists as Elvis Costello and B.B. King. His second album, Extra Soul, was released in 1994 and for the next decade the Europe festival circuit. He signed with Memphis International Records in 2002 and released Soul'd! followed by Intersection  in ’04 with linear notes written by none other than music icon Ike Turner who says “Earl Thomas is going to make it. Period He is just one of the most entertaining people you could ever want to meet!”

Thomas writes or co-writes all of his material and has tapped into the spirit that created the classic R&B, Soul, and Blues sound. Not only is his production style free of almost all contemporary flourishes (a synthesizer sneaks in unobtrusively on a few cuts), but the songwriting is so authentic you may find yourself checking the recording date. 

Earl’s latest recording “Live At Biscuits & Blues” recorded with The Kings Of Rhythm pays homage to the early Ike & Tina Turner live recordings. It captures the energy and the passion of an Earl Thomas show but in truth, Earl must be seen live for one to fully appreciate his talent. He is a gifted, charismatic and dynamic front man. He sings, he dances, he engages the audience in ways rarely seen. “I believe people in the audience know when they are getting their money’s worth,” says Thomas. “I try always to give them that.” And it is working because Earl Thomas is one of the most in demand artists in Modern Blues. With his crack seven-man band, his is the show not to miss.

Apparently, his resolve has paid off. He followed his dream. And the dream came true.

